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Hawaii-based Middle School Inspires Underprivileged Students with Multi-Million Dollar Recording Studio, Featuring Solid State Logic AWS 948 Console

Multi-million-dollar, one-of-a-kind project featuring SSL supports contextualise learning 
and is backed by the Hawaii State Department of Education.

  
Honolulu, Hawaii, October 24, 2024 — Washington Middle School in Honolulu recently completed a unique recording studio designed to inspire underprivileged students to follow their passions. The multi-million-dollar, one-of-a-kind project, backed by the Hawaii State Department of Education and eight years in the making, supports stereo and immersive productions and sports a long list of high-end recording equipment, including a Solid State Logic AWS 948 delta SuperAnalogueTM mixing console.
 
Line Studio at WMS, as the facility is known, is an example of contextualised learning, explains Sam Fong, Sound Recording Studio Director, a recording studio where students in a district where more than half the population lives below the poverty line will have opportunities to create dreams and build confidence. “Contextualized learning is a big deal for us, so it has to be relevant to young people’s lives and the dreams they will be pursuing,” he says. Exposing middle school students, ages 10 to 15, to opportunities to follow their passion and find their voice is key to future success, Michael Harano, WMS principal, has publicly stated.
 
AWS - The best of analogue and digital combined 
Fong was attracted to the SSL brand, but also to the idea of an analogue console. “I came up in the early ‘80s, mixing on analogue consoles. It's beautiful when you get a chance to work on an analogue console.” That said, he was one of the first on the island to install a digital console, back in the day. “We really wanted this studio to be analogue, combined with the most current digital technology. Digital technology is really convenient, and a console like the AWS 948 delta basically combines the consoles of the ‘80s with modern workflows. Press a button and it becomes a comprehensive DAW controller. Then press a button and boom, you are back to a classic SSL console with all that glue and punch, with SSL’s famous Bus Compressor, with fully analogue preamps, E or G Series analogue EQs and analogue faders,” he says. Beyond highly integrated DAW control, the AWS range of consoles features SSL’s δelta-Control, where users can automate the channels and mix bus of the console as if it were a DAW plug-in. In addition to this, EQ, Cue, and FX switches for every channel can also be automated.
 
The architectural and acoustic design of Line Studio at WMS, a 1,600-square-foot space previously occupied by a computer classroom, was provided by WSDG, who also collaborated with Fong and Harano on the pro audio and video equipment complement and technical design. PK Pandey and AVN provided equipment and integration. 
 
The audio gear in the outboard racks is comparable to any world-class recording studio, from vintage-style compressors to a pair of high-end reverbs and a collection of mic preamp alternatives. Main in-wall stereo monitors are from Symphonics Acoustics with an ATC 7.1.4 speaker system supporting Dolby Atmos work.
 
 Fong attended the NAMM Show 2016 to research equipment choices and find a studio designer. The project was given the go-ahead at the end of 2018 then was delayed by the pandemic. Line Studio at WMS will have its grand opening later this year, or early 2025, Fong says, although he has already run sessions, including with a group of local musicians, to test the equipment. “When you have the right gear and the right environment it's shocking how fast you can get great results – the sound and workflow is amazing” he says. 
 
One of the only schools in Hawaii providing students with both pro audio and pro video production training, Line Studio at WMS also needs to help pay for itself, Fong reports, so he is looking to partner with other institutions and non-profit organizations. One project that has recently been announced will be a collaboration with the Hawaii State Archives.
 
“We really want to support our culture and our young people and artists by providing things that most people just can't afford to access and to give them access to this acoustical space. We haven’t given people this access before in Hawaii and this will open doors for them. Opportunities for our young people are limited by being on an island, and we tend to limit our dreams to the parameters that we're given. We aim to teach our young people that there's no beginning or end point for exploration. You start at any point, and you don't stop until you decide to stop — and you don't have to stop,” Fong says. “Boy, I wish I had such opportunities when I was a teenager.”
 

Solid State Logic is the world’s leading manufacturer of analogue and digital audio consoles and provider of creative tools for music, broadcast, live and post production professionals. For more information about our award-winning products, please visit: www.solidstatelogic.com.
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